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Cardinal, both directly and through Portal, and hazardous as
some of Halifax's propositions may have been, it was mainly
due to him that the Third Conversation at Malines was not also
the last.

The Archbishop amended his Letter, omitting, at Merrier's
request, the specific references to the Pope's message of ap-
proval, and meeting some of Halifax's objections. Even so the
final draft, though an improvement, did not satisfy Halifax. He
had already acknowledged the force of the Archbishop's objec-
tions to incorporating in the Letter the points of agreement
reached at Malines. Now he wrote:

Such a document, in view of the inevitable difficulties which it
presents and the conflicting opinions of those to whom it is
addressed, and having regard also to those into whose hands it will
fall, can be no easy matter to draw up. I wish I could think that
even as altered it is altogether likely to avoid the difficulties I
apprehend, and that it may not suggest observations of a nature
calculated to impede objects common to us all and which we have
all so much at heart. I "wish also that the letter contained some
acknowledgment that the statements of Anglican theologians of
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are not the only statements
the rulers of the Church of England have to consider. I wish also
very much that it had contained a sentence or two which would
have appealed to the heart. The heart and the imagination are
more compelling forces than any which appeal only to the head.1*

The Letter, as issued, gave a fair and accurate account of the
Conversations to date, emphasising the facts that they were
a natural sequel to the 'Appeal to all Christian People* and were
conversations and not negotiations. The portion of the Letter
dealing with the Conversations is printed in Dr. Frere*s book.17
The Cardinal acknowledged his copy of the Letter 'briefly but
quite courteously*18, while, apart from Halifax, the Anglican
representatives gave their concurrence. In the outside world the